
32nd Annual 
Charter Day BBQ* 

And 
Docent Recognition 

 
Celebrate  

 three decades of  preserving the history  
of South San Luis Obispo County! 

 

Sunday June 29, 2008 
 

1 – 4 PM 
Arroyo Grande Portuguese Hall 

707 Huasna Road 
 
 

Program by Gary Hoving  
President 

  
The California Law Enforcement 

               Historical Society                
           

with the  
   California Police Museum 

 
Menu   

Linguica, Chicken and Pork Loin 
BBQ by Charlie and Joey Cabassi 

 
                      $12 per person 

 
 
          RSVP by June 23 to Gus and Rossi Berger   (805) 481-9379 

 South County Historical South County Historical South County Historical SocietySocietySociety   

Volume 12, No 12                                                                May 2008 

Heritage PressHeritage PressHeritage Press   

 — Bon Appetit Magazine, Cover —July 1995 Issue  

*Bar-be-cue (bahr●be●kyoo)  n. 1. a metal frame for grilling food 
above an open fire. 2. an open-air party at which food is cooked on 
this. 3. the food itself. 
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CALENDAR of ACTIVITIESCALENDAR of ACTIVITIES 

~Heritage Square Museums~ 
Open Saturday, 12-3 PM 
Open Sunday, 1-4 PM 

 
Historic IOOF Hall 
Open Friday, 1-5 PM 

Open Saturday, 1-5 PM 
 

Pat Loomis Library 
Open M-F, 1-5 PM 

 
Paulding History House 

Open 1st Sat  1-3 PM 
 

Summer Concert Series—Village Green 
Jun 22, Jul 4,13 Aug 10, 24, Sept 7, 21 

  
 Charter Day Barbeque  &  

Docent Recognition 
June 29 Sun 1-4 pm 

Arroyo Grande  Hall  
(Portuguese Hall) 

707 Huasna Rd AG 
 

  Summer Film Showings  
 

IOOF Historic Hall   Fri & Sat, June 6 and 7 
Going for Broke, a documentary narrated 
by Senator Daniel Inouye and George Ta-
kei, 75 minutes. Shows at 1:30 & 3:00 pm. 
With their families imprisoned behind 
barbed wire, many young Japanese men 
residing in internment camps volunteered 
to join the military to prove their loyalty 
and defend the United States in Europe and 
the Pacific during World War II. 

Fri & Sat, June 13 and 14 
Go For Broke, the Hollywood film version 
of the above story, staring Van Johnson, 90 
minutes, 1951.  Shows at 1:15 and 3:00 
pm. 

Fri & Sat, June 20 and 21 
We the Japanese People,  story of the re-
construction of Japan after World War II, 
brought to you by the U.S. Army through 
the National Archives.  Shows at 1:30 and 
3:30 pm. 

Friday and Saturday, June 27 and 28 
Days of Waiting, a documentary by Steven 
Okazaki, 58 minutes. Shows at 1:30, 2:30 
and 3:30 pm. 
The film focuses on artist Estelle Ishigo, 
one of the few Caucasians to be interned at 
the Heart Mountain Internment camp with 
her husband and other Japanese Americans. 

Friday and Saturday, July 4 and 5 
Ansel Adams, a documentary by Ric 
Burns, 100 minutes. Shows at 1:15 and 
3:00 pm. 
Adams was born in San Francisco in 1902, 
following the closing of the American fron-
tier.  
 (continued on page 10) 

 
Looking Forward 
—By Jane Line, President             
 
Summer is upon us and that means time for reading!  Please con-
sider two of the new books in our Library as both may be checked 
out for your convenience.  Come in or call Craig Rock, 489-8282.   
 
 
 
 

Testimonios, Early California through the 
Eyes of Women, 1815 – 1848.   
 
Published in collaboration with the Bancroft 
Library, UC Berkeley, this book was trans-
lated by Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M. 
Senkewicz.  In the 1870s, historian Hubert H. 
Bancroft sent interviewers out to gather oral 
histories from the pre-statehood gentry of 
California.  When the men weren't available, 
the interviewers collected the stories of the 
women as an afterthought.  These testimonies 
were eventually archived at the University of 
California and many were all but forgotten.   
 
Here are thirteen women's firsthand accounts 
from the time California was part of Spain 
and Mexico through the Bear Flag Revolt.  
They saw their country change drastically. 
Some of their words are translated here into 
English for the first time. 
 
 

 
Lands of Promise and Despair, 
Chronicles of Early California, 
1535 – 1846. 
 
This book, also by Beebe and Sen-
kewicz, is a collection of reminis-
cences, reports, letters and documents 
mostly by residents of early Califor-
nia, allowing a unique opportunity to 
experience the vast, varied landscape 
of old California.  What emerges is 
not the Spanish California of a lazy, 
backward culture obsessed with fin-
ery, horses, and fandangos – but a 
shifting world with conflicts between 
missionaries and soldiers, Indians and 
settlers, friends and neighbors, bring-
ing the ferment of daily life into sharp 
focus.  With its maps, paintings and 
early photos, this is a California Leg-
acy Book. 
 
Happy Summer!   
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Charter Day BBQ Featured Event 
 

Protecting Police History 
 

 
Our featured program for the Charter Day BBQ event will be the California Police Museum 
presented by Gary Hoving.   Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate the event 
including a tour through the museum.   
 
Many of our members are collaterally affiliated with other community service organizations and his-
torical societies.  Such is true of the South County Historical Society Treasurer, Gary Hoving. As a 
career lawman and constant researcher of our past, it seems only logical that Gary would be inter-
ested in police history.  Consequently, he also serves as the President of the California Law Enforce-
ment Historical Society.  This statewide organization concentrates on the history of law 
enforcement, as the name implies.  They hold an annual police collectibles show which is scheduled 
for July 12, 2008, at CuestaCollege.  Many artifacts, objects and insignia from around California 
will be on display as well as items for sale or trade.  The annual event is the largest single 
fundraising event for their society, just as the Antique Show is for ours. 
 
Operating since 2001, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt corporation.  By state law, this group can only accept 20% of its membership as non-
police officers, either current or former.  South County Historical Society members that also maintain membership in the law enforcement 
organization include Doug LeSage, Ray Peterman, Max Bakke, Gordon Bennett, Vivian Krug, and Sam Cotton. While the historical 
holdings of the society are somewhat limited, they began using PastPerfect software to catalog their collection during 2007.  With only about 
600 items to this point, there is no backlog awaiting entry.    
 
The major goal set in July of 2005 was to raise funds and build a traveling police museum.  This museum format allows the museum to travel 
to its audience and participate in many law enforcement functions. Within one year, the group had raised the $40,000 needed to complete the 
project.  A custom built trailer was ordered through Heacock Welding in Arroyo Grande.  The interior is designed in four foot wide galleries 
and covered in “veltex,” which accepts items fastened by Velcro.  A Santa Maria carpenter made the cabinet fronts and volunteers con-
structed the museum in about eight months.   
 
The California Police Museum was inaugurated at the Sheriff’s Day at the Ranch in September of 2007.  It features a variety of items includ-
ing badges, insignia, firearms, uniforms, prohibition items and an assortment of tools needed to perform the duties of an officer.  Each gallery 
shows a progressive timeline from 1850 to the modern times with everything from a Thompson machine gun to a portable laser system used 
by the real “CSI” personnel of today. 
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The Heritage Series: Dr. Paulding’s Letters 
 (Undated) 
  
Enough of my patients. I could tell you strings and give you some 
very interesting reading of ladies coming “in a fix” to get something, 
of men confessing to vile habits and viler diseases, etc. but I refrain. 
An old doctor has locked up in his breast secrets, which if exposed 
would be like a miniature judgment day. I never get women out of a “fix”, though there is money in it and I need money. 
I also have had some sick-head aches. It all came from the draining of a laguna (how easily one drops into Spanish in this country) back of 
my house. I take quinine.  
You told me of Wills teeth before but made it more complete in your last. He has my sympathy. I could get lots of work of that sort, but I 
dislike it so, that I have never prepared for it. It seems like too much fuss over a small matter to a surgeon. 
I also got a picture of Ormie. She looks like a bright child. I don’t think she looks like you nor Maud either.  
I didn’t notice the word “semi annular”. I think that you have evolved that out of some rusty corner of your brain since you wrote. 
My oponent is still away. I don’t know what keeps him. 
IV 
I had a nice visit from Dr. Bartholemew about three weeks ago. He was about to start east to get married, but I learned this morning that he 
cannot leave as he is the only doctor there now. His oponent moved away. He (Dr. B.) will have to have his intended shipped out, labeled 
C.O.D. Handle carefully. 
Oh! I didn’t tell you about my new home. I have an office with two rooms in it and have finished and furnished it with loving care. I’ll 
draw a picture----- also a plan ------ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the above is as I am going to have it, part as I have it now. I have spent already $90 and it will take twenty more to complete it, 
and $50 to put in a stock of medicine which I intend doing as soon as possible. 
Business is looking up a little. A very pretty, flirty little girl of sixteen said “Now all you want doctah is a pretty little wife”. I took it for a 
hint and proposed on the spot and got left. ha, ha. I guess I’ll be ready for Mary after awhile. 
Well, every body says they are glad to find me so comfortably fixed and indeed I am, though it don’t make living any cheaper. I pay $7.00 
per month rent and $5.00 per week board. I am very hard up now but more contented than I ever was in my life. I have cares, heavy ones, 
but they sit lightly. I have lots of time to read and smoke, and whittle. I can even go to the beach and dig clams or fish all day. Once in 
awhile, when I have no very sick person on my hands and now that every thing seems well with me, there are two or three old women con-
spiring to take away my peace by marrying me off to a school teacher, too. She is of fair proportions, graceful form, tolerable face and 
deep wisdom and leaning – ‘tis too bad I had hoped to marry a league or two of land. Well I don’t know this “nut browne maiden” yet and 
maybe I won’t like her after all nor she me. 
 
Ed Paulding 

Editor’s Note: 
In this issue of the newsletter, we are reproducing the eighth of  fourteen 
letters written by Dr. Paulding to his sister “Tene” when he first left his 
home and headed West.  The letters are reproduced here without editing as 
he wrote them. 

 Drawing  by  Dr. Paulding of  the inner rooms with operating table, furnishings & sleeping room and planned building exterior. 
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Membership:  Co-Chairs— Paulette McCann and Bee Hodges 
 
              The new Membership Directory 2008-09 has been published and mailed to all requesting members who prepaid for mailing.  Try as 
we might to avoid them, errors or omissions have appeared. Corrections follow below, please mark your directory as indicated. Thanks to all 
our proofreaders. These corrections help us develop a correct database.  
Corrections:                                                                                   Additions A-Z:  
Effie McDermott phone number in Org Chart: 773-4864               Mary Fernamburg   302 Short St   Arroyo Grande CA 93420    489-2910 
Cynthia Snyder phone number in Org Chart: 708-1300 
Joe Swigert cell phone in A-Z:    305-7940                                    Linnaea Phillips       PO Box 15656   San Luis Obispo CA 93406 
Historic Hall phone number on back cover: 489-8114                    Ken Osty: Life Member 309 East Cherry Ave  Arroyo Grande 93406 

Margaret Haak:  toodie@surfari.net 
 
Our sincere apologies to those members for the error or omission. 
 
              Our Corporate Membership social event at the IOOF Hall May 30th, brought us donations sufficient to 
more than cover our costs incurred for wine and food. As the year is almost  half over, budgets have been in place 
with funding completed by many organizations.  This is our first such event, but we are hopeful that our message 
has been presented, and when budgets are formalized at the end of this year, we consider we’ve gotten our foot in 
the proverbial door.  It’s a tough economy this year, and we are most grateful for the 
generosity of our attendees that evening. Out of a hundred invited, we had 23 con-

firmed acceptances from attendees which included County Supervisor Katcho Achadjian and MaryAnn Reiss, 
Mayor of  Pismo Beach, Rabobank, Donna’s Interiors, Saucelitos Vineyard, Trilogy and Produce Careers.  A few 
no-shows changed the latter figure, but we will follow up with a mailing of their presentation packets which in-
cludes information about the Society, our publications, and a donation/pledge form which lists our wants and 
needs.  Donations can be made in any amount, and can be accumulated to form one total  amount from a number 
of employees from one company.  Donations can also target specific items — the Branch Millstone site, or a 
scanner for newspaper size pages, or carpet for the Hall second floor. Among our generous donors: Hans Som-
mer, Managing Partner of Live File, offered to work with us on resolving some of our unique issues related to storing and digitizing our 

newspaper collections. We look forward to his expertise and assistance. An interesting donation came from Paul Marohn, 
Spectrum Painting, who pledged a donation of  500 ballpoint pens to the Society, inscribed with our name and contact in-
formation, for use in our museums. Donna’s Interiors also promised to help us research carpeting sources for second floor 

carpet replacement at the Hall.  Mike Miller, Albertson’s, donated a gift certificate, and Bonnie 
Crawford, Concierge, Trilogy, donated a check for the Branch Millstone.  William & Nancy 
Greenough, Saucelitos Vineyard in Edna Valley, donated a collection of their fine wines for future 
use. We have promise of some checks to come in the future as well from attendees. 
 
Our thanks to Gordon Bennett and Orville Schultz for their entertaining talks on Oddfellows his-
tory, Gary Hoving for a donation of a $50 bottle of wine for first prize in our “history quiz”,  Vin-
tage Home for crystal paperweight for second prize; Cleo and John Silva 
who poured wine and Barbara Main, our lovely 

greeter at the reception table.  Our thanks go to all who 
helped prepare the feast — Elaine Parrent for the table dé-
cor and strawberries, and especially to Jan Scott and her 
crew who did a super job preparing the Hall for the event. It 
sparkled!  Thanks also to our President, Jane Line, and Par-
liamentarian, Effie McDermott for their informative pres-
entations to the corporate attendees.                                                                                            
                                                                                              

 — Photos by Vivian Krug and Effie McDermott 

Fln armful of 
floral  
Bouquets & 
Get Well 
Wishes  to:  
 

Dale Arnold 
Robert & Ethel Gilliland 

Teresa Kelly-Nixon  
Mario Tognazzini 

Larry Turner   
Barbara Vinson 

An basket full of flowers and a personal thank you from Jane Line: 
 
On June 3rd, Shelly Cochran, aided by members of SCHS, hosted along with AG Parks & Recreation, 
the second annual Arroyo Grande in Bloom Luncheon at our beautiful Heritage House Garden. The 
event was attended by SCHS Board members, VIA, AGIB, and most importantly by the AGIB Judges. 
The event was artfully planned by Shelly Cochran and seamless in its execution: perfect weather, won-
derful food, charming floral and rooster table centerpieces and tablecloths, and tons of Arroyo Grande’s 
charms and hospitality. Abundant food and service was supplied by the following members who were so 
willing to help prepare, serve and clean up after the event: Patricia Price, Karen Miller, Sue Schi-
mandle, Linda Curry, Barbara Main, Helene Morrison, Ken and Carolyn Huffine, Doug & Bar-
bara LeSage, Bernice Flood, Berneda Cochran,  Bee Hodges, Gerry Fesler, Elaine Parrent, Ginny 
Howells.  Thank you, Shelly,  for taking this on and doing such an outstanding job!! 
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Publicity Director 
—Vivian Krug 
Community Relations, Publicity and Web News 

   
 

Community Involvement    ~     Not only has the South County Historical Society been busy with its regular business and workload but it 
has also been busy being a good neighbor and involved in the community and its many programs, projects and community functions.    
Since our last newsletter, the Society has been involved with the following projects: 
 
The Arroyo Grande Strawberry Festival.  The Historical Society is fortu-
nate to be the benefactor of donations received for entry into the Strawberry 
Festival Cook Off and from the sale of the Strawberry Festival Cook Book.   
 
Each year, Terry Kelly Nixon and the Village Improvement Association 

(VIA), make possible the Cook Off and the Cook 
Book for the Society’s benefit.   Thank you, Terry 
and the VIA Board!  The Cook Off is now the Of-
ficial Kick–Off of the festival held at the Heritage 
House Gardens the Friday before the Festival.  
This year over 50 entries were received and 
KSBY showed our gardens and the Cook Off on 
the 6pm, 11pm and Saturday am broadcasts over 
the Memorial Day holiday weekend.  It took the 
judges over 3 hours to sample all the wonderful 
entries.   This year’s judges were, L to R, AG Police Chief Steven Annibali, SCHS and VIA Director, Vivian 
Krug, AG Councilman, Ed Arnold, Radio DJ The Beach, Adam Montiel, Spencer’s Fresh Market’s owner 
John Spencer and AG  Fire Chief, Mike Hubert.  When the judges finished 
sampling and giving their marks, the scores were tallied and the leftovers were 
brought to the Fire Department, the Police Department and City Staff, the folks 

who serve and protect our wonderful town.  You can see photographs from the Strawberry Festival and the 
Cook Off on www.YouTube.com  (type in Arroyo Grande Strawberry Festival) or visit our site at www.
SouthCountyHistory.org and follow the links. 
 
This year marked the Strawberry Festival’s 25th year and it drew over 125,000 people into the Village over 
the holiday weekend, many who visited our museums.  Ross counted over 65 visitors the first morning 
while he was setting up our popcorn booth (those 65 were before we were officially open!)   
Again, thanks to the VIA Board of Directors, who agreed to leave two booth locations that would have 
been in front of the IOOF Historical Hall vacant so the Hall would be visible to the festival goers.  Thank you again, VIA! 
 
 
America In Bloom ~ Arroyo Grande In Bloom.   The Society was once again host for the America In Bloom Judges Luncheon on the 
afternoon of June 3rd.  The judges Pat Bones, from Tulsa, Oklahoma and Bruce Riggs 
from New Rochelle, New York were treated to a beautiful luncheon with all the fixings 

prepared by Society mem-
bers for the both the 
judges, Arroyo Grande In 
Bloom Directors and Vol-
unteers.  The Society is 
responsible for the 
“Heritage” category in the 
Competition. This year 
Arroyo Grande is compet-
ing against, Artesia, Cali-
fornia , Colleyville, Texas, 
Northfield, Minnesota and 
Stuart, Florida.  Winners 
will be announced in early October.  If you would like to participate or see 
more information —photographs of this event, the luncheon and the judges 
visit are available at: www ArroyoGrandeInBloom.org.    
(column continued on page 9) 

 

 

 

Above Photo by Tom Goss. All other photos by Vivian Krug 
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Patterns of the Past 
Tidbits, Tribulations, and Tools for Survival 

Column this month contributed by Berneda Cochran 

TRANSIENTS USED TO FIND REST 
A Lot of History Locked Up in Local Jails 
Five Cities Times-Press-Recorder September 11, 1985   
Elaine Wohl, Staff Writer 
 
 ARROYO GRANDE - It's not the architecture of the La Bastille prison in France that gained the ancient structure 
its notoriety. Those who unwillingly entered its cold dark chambers or stormed its walls to free a prisoner ce-
mented its historical symbol as a keeper of unwanted men and women. 
 

Arroyo Grande has its own prison history, although it and other small town prison histories have failed to 
emerge as legends equaling that  of La Bastille. The local holding cells of the past have not crumbled away,  but are still-standing architec-
tural symbols of prison days gone by.  Today,  City Hall employees work above what was once two small cells that  held the area's un-
wanted. And just more than a stone's throw away is the even older Hoosgow prison, now a forlorn structure ringed by lawn and picnic ta-
bles in what is now Hoosgow park. While the jail is no longer in use, its name Hoosgow is  still clouded in controversy. On the prison door 
the word "Hoosgow" has been  torched, but local historians, such as Gordon Bennett, find fault with that  spelling, preferring to refer to the 
structure as the Hoosegow. In fact, the  word "hoosegow" means jail and appears to come from a Spanish word meaning court. 
   
In Arroyo Grande, apparently, there were no members of royalty who graced either the Hoosgow or City Hall jails. But there have been 
individuals  of more common blood whose names have found their way into local history books by virtue of their jail experiences. 
In the late 1800s, there was no Hoosgow building on LePointe Street. Instead, those who crossed the law of the times found themselves 
shunted into a timbered building near the bank of the Arroyo Grande Creek, to the rear of what is now Bill's Place on East Branch  Street. 
   
On March 31, 1886, the Hemmi boys, actually Peter Hemmi and his son Julius, were placed in the timber jail for the murder of farmer 
Eugene Walker,  with whom they had been involved in a property boundary dispute. The Hemmis  didn't have too much time to appreciate 
the jail's modest amenities. Soon after they were jailed in the afternoon, a group of local vigilantes toppled down the  jail door and took the 
father and son to the Pacific Coast Railway Bridge over the Arroyo Grande Creek. It was there that the Hemmis learned the meaning of  
vigilante justice. The next day, their bodies were found hanging over the side of the bridge by schoolchildren on their way to school. The 
Hemmi story, as recounted by local history buff Bennett, appears the most likely candidate to go down as the area's most famous jail inci-
dent. 
  
Bennett's own brush with local prisons was less notorious, but to the young Bennett, almost as terrifying. It was Halloween night in the 
1940s when then police chief Jerry Dana took Bennett and his cousin John Loomis to the Hoosgow on the pretense of  looking in on an 
inebriated occupant. Instead, the two boys found themselves the victims of a practical joke, for the police chief shut the door on the two  
for about 15 minutes Inside, there was a toilet but the plumbing didn't work  too well. There was a washbasin, but no glass windows, only 
square holes high up with bars across. It was a dark building. "It felt like you were in  solitary confinement," remembered Bennett ."We  
were glad to get out." During  the time the Hoosgow was used, it housed its share of drunken residents. In its  dark recesses, drunken ten-
ants were given a chance to sleep off  the liquor. But times changed, and so did the city's location for drunks and other unwanted citizens. 
In 1959, when Jim Clark joined the local police force, prisoners were kept in the two cells found below what is today the main floor of  
City Hall. With each cell measuring roughly 6 feet by 8 feet, there was room  for only one prisoner in each. The jailors of the day 
would slam shut the solid steel doors, carved with holes to peep through. Nobody escaped from the two cells, but then they didn't want to.  
 
There were those citizens who purposely sought refuge inside from the natural elements. Clark, now the city's chief of police, remembers 
one transient who always wore coveralls and conned motorists into giving him rides by walking with an empty gas can in hand. The tran-
sient always visited Arroyo Grande the same time each year, always lodging at the City Jail.. For those who were placed in the  jails 
against their will, there was always breakfast at a local restaurant to look forward to. However, the breakfast service was not extended to  
transients and those drunks who had had one too many - and some resented it,  said Clark. When they discovered there would be no break-
fast waiting for  them, some offended sleepers would promptly ask where the nearest other jail was that did serve breakfast. For Clark and 
other officers, the jail cells were convenient holding places. Otherwise, prisoners had to be transported all the way to San Luis Obispo. 
When the cell occupants wanted something, they would  bang on pipes to summon  the dispatchers, who kept an eagle eye on their 
temporary wards. "The drunks and the sleepers probably made up 70 to 80  percent of the people that were held there,” said Clark. 
  
In 1965, the jail  cells were given a death sentence by the county, being condemned for improper  ventilation. These days, the cells are 
used by City Hall to house photographic equipment and files. Those who cross the law today are kept in  larger quarters built according to 
state requirements in the present Halcyon Road police headquarters. The current holding cells may never gain the same type of recognition 
factor as the Hoosgow, but then again, today's prisoners would probably choose them over Arroyo Grande's jails of yesteryear. 
   

—Photo by Ross Kongable 
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  Upcoming Exhibits, Classes, and Films 
 

There’s no reason to be bored this summer if you’re not on vacation.  The IOOF Historic Hall is hosting more films as we prepare for the 
Oceano exhibit in November (see film list in Calendar, page 2).  There’s also a notice below describing a new exhibit on the Farmers Alliance 
currently at the County Historical Society in San Luis Obispo. And for photography buffs we’re planning a series of fall classes which will ex-
plore the work of both known and not-so-known photographers who captured the natural beauty and/or history of South County in the early 
part of 1900s.  Note that our Japanese American exhibit will stay up through Harvest Festival  which ends September 27.  
 
Photography Class on Edward Weston and Ansel Adams 

 
The first photography class will focus on the well-known artists Edward Weston and Ansel Adams. The class will be held in October and 
taught by Oceano resident Donald Scott who is a long-time educator and park ranger/interpreter for the National Park Service, California State 
Parks, and NASA.  He also taught photography at Skyline College in the Bay Area.  The cost of the course is $30 for members and $40 for 
non-members.  The class will meet at the IOOF Hall in Arroyo Grande for four sessions starting in early October.  Additional classes are 
planned on documentary photography later in the year. 
 
The course will introduce the elements of photographic art and will include actual photographic assignments.  The class will also address spe-
cific historical events that happened in the Oceano dunes and elsewhere on the Central Coast as they pertain to the photographers, the Dunites, 
and other groups like the environmental movement.   There will also be a day in the field exploring and photographing the Oceano dunes, fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner.  During the guided field trip, participants will gather their own 
dune photo shots for a special display that will be part of the Oceano exhibit in November.   
 
Two of Edward Weston's Oceano Dunes photographs recently sold for more than $300,000 
each.  Ansel Adams also photographed the Oceano dunes.  The “Dunites” used the photog-
raphy of Weston and Adams in their publications.  All these local events had a major effect 
on art, tourism, and the way people looked at the environment.  Yet, there is little interpre-
tation of this important and interesting local history. 
 
Participants will need a good digital camera (four megapixels or better). Class size is lim-
ited to 15 on a first-come basis.  SCHS members can register early by contacting me (Craig 
Rock) at 489-8282 or via email at comstockrock@yahoo.com  More information will be in 
our September newsletter. 
                                  
                                                     Photo SCHS Archives-Photographer Ernie Renshaw, 1949 AG Camera Club 

 

New Exhibit at the County Historical Society Farmers Alliance:  

"A Fight for Survival " The Farmers Alliance and Industrial Union, the Peoples 
Party, the Mercantile Co-ops and Labor Exchanges vs “The Octopus” 

The 1890s were a critical period for San Luis Obispo County farmers.  Not only did they 
have to deal with the usual natural disasters like droughts and floods but they also had to 
take on something more sinister, "The Octopus" or "the curse of California.”  Federal subsi-
dies and land handouts made wealthy barons of a few men, known as the Big Four 
(Huntington, Hopkins, Stanford, Crocker). This monopoly controlled shipping, railroads, 
freight rates, crop prices and land values. Farmers nationwide rallied to the populist Peoples 
Party and with the help of the militant F.A.& I.U. fought for their survival in a David versus 
Goliath struggle. Nowhere was the battle more heated than in San Luis Obispo County.  Us-
ing the organization of the Farmers Alliance, the political machine of the People’s Party, 
and their own mercantile co-ops, collective business enterprises, and labor exchanges, the 
fight was on. This battle in the 1890s assured the farmers survival and ushered in a period of 
farm prosperity that lasted through the 1920s. 

The San Luis Obispo County Historical Society is located at 696 Monterey Street, San Luis Obispo. Hours of Op-
eration: Wednesday through Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM.  —Image courtesy Bancroft Library 

         
Patricia  Loomis History Library and Resource Center 

       
 -Craig Rock, Librarian and Resource Center Director                                   



   9 

 
 
 Vivian Krug—Publicity and Web News: (Continued from page 6) 
 
 

Hancock College Web Project.   Hancock College Students have completed their 
“Business Web Site” class project, which this year included the creation of web pages to be 
included on the Society’s web site.  Craig Rock and I were treated to a dinner, dessert and a 
final presentation of the student’s work which showcases the current Exhibits on Local 
Farming by Japanese Americans which is open until the end of September at the IOOF His-
toric Hall.   The students did a beautiful job on capturing both the historical aspects of Japa-
nese American’s life here on the Central Coast and of our Exhibit.  I will be adding these 
web pages to our web site after some minor fine tuning that the students are completing, so 
check back and look for this addition this summer.  

                                   — Photo by Vivian Krug 
And speaking of our web site!  So far this year our site has had over 15,000 visitors from around the world.  We are linked to over 25 other 
historical and travel web sites and the site and links are growing each day.    And… images from Society events, its members and their activi-
ties are now also available on YouTube!  You can visit www.YouTube.com, type in South County Historical Society and you will find im-
ages from our February Antique Show and Sale, America in Bloom Judges Luncheon and more! 
 
Calling All Artists.  In the last edition of the Heritage Press we announced a competition to find a new logo for the Society.  We have ex-
tended the deadline for entries through the end of summer, so please look at the March/April newsletter, (on our website, www.
SouthCountyHistory.org) for submission guidelines.   
 
Contact Me.  If you want to participate in any of our upcoming events or have information I can use for publicity or to be included on our 
website, I’m easy to reach by phone 458-3321 or email: Vivian@EmotionsCards.com.      
Thanks, have a great summer and Stay Connected!  Viv                                                             
 

Q:  Did you ever wonder where Branch Mill Road got its name? 
 
A:   In 1844, Francis Z. Branch built the first mill in the Valley with 
two millstones  from Mexico.  They arrived at Cave  
Landing near Avila aboard the California.   
 
Q:  Is the Mill still  here? 
 
A: Only one millstone remains.  SCHS and RRM  
Design have begun the work of turning a  
4’ circle of precision-cut stones into the 
Branch Millstone Outdoor Interpretive  
Display.  The artwork pictured here will  
complement the millstone and define its  
history in the development of the Arroyo  
Grande Valley. 
 
Q:  When is the project scheduled for completion?   
 
A: Dedication is planned for Harvest Festival  
with the display located in A.G.’s Heritage  
Square.  It will be the oldest artifact inside the  
city’s limits. 
 
Q:  How can you help this project?     
 
A:   Spread the word to all your friends and family!  
  
Funding contributions may be made  to SCHS, P.O. Box 633, AG, CA 93421, marked “Branch Millstone Project.”    
 
This will be on display at the 32nd Annual Charter Day BBQ for members. 



 10 

      
 
 
 

In 2000 the Society, under Kirk Scott's direction, bought its first computers and museum software to enable us to join the 
21st century.  At that time, a large number of our artifacts were in storage in a semi in Oceano.  We didn't even know what 
we were typing about.  We have been playing "catch-up" ever since. 

  
To date, we have recorded 1,511 Accessions, each of which may consist of one or many objects, photos, archives and/or books. 
  
Our Objects Catalog records total 5,067 artifacts, 3,760 of which have digital images. 
Our Photos Catalog holds 2,672 records.   
The Archive Catalog totals 9,208 records, by far our largest, since everything on paper (except books), including newspapers, belongs 
here.  8,739 of those have images.  
Our Library Catalog holds 4,630 records, 1,274 of which have images.  
That's a grand total of 21,577 catalogued records in our collection, the majority of which are now complete.  Included in these records 
are references to 13,237 people.  
  
We have no way of knowing how many thousands of hours were spent before we began keeping records in 2000, but we know it was 
enormous.  Since 2000, the activities involving the receipt, recording, preparation for storage and/or display, maintenance, photograph-
ing or scanning images for each item represent over 60,000 hours of volunteer time.   My thanks to Ross Kongable for pulling all the 
numbers for this report. 
 
That is a mind-boggling number, and every single one of you, whether you gave an hour or a day here and there, or worked diligently 
week after week, year after year, should pat yourselves on the back.  You have brought us to today and our sudden realization that we 
have almost caught up on over 32 years of gathering our local history.  It's an exciting time.     
 
And finally, let me express my sincere appreciation for the incredible response to my Wish List last month.  We received gifts of cam-
eras and bookcases from Tom & Joan Butch, MaryAnn Feller, Ginny Howells, Marna Lombardi, Linda Osty and Susan Pursley, 
with an antique bookcase yet to come from Fran Zinsley. 
  
I am overwhelmed and very grateful.  Receiving more than one camera means we are able to share our good fortune with other workers 
in the society.  Craig Rock, our Librarian and Exhibit/Resource Director, has requested and received a camera that he badly needs. It's 
been like Christmas over at our workroom.   We have a place for our reference books now, instead of the floor, and more than one per-
son can work on digital photography. Thank you all.     Good Work and Happy Summer!! 

Museums Curator 
 -Jan Scott 

 
Summer Film Showings—IOOF Historic Hall  
(Continued from second page) 
 

 
He first encountered the beauty of Yosemite Valley when he was fourteen. His greatest photographs sought to capture the "continuous 
beauty of the things that are." 

Friday and Saturday, July 11 and 12 
Unfinished Business, a documentary by Steven Okazaki, 58 minutes. Shows at 1:15, 2:15, 3:15 pm. 
In the spring of 1942, more than 110,000 American citizens of Japanese ancestry were uprooted from their homes and businesses and incar-
cerated in desolate relocation camps. Without hearings or trials, men, women and children were evacuated under Executive Order 9066. 
This is the story of three Japanese resisters: Gorden Hirabayashi, Fred Korematsu and Manoru Yasui.  
 

Friday and Saturday, July 18 and 19 
Hearst Castle, the Enchanted Castle, narrated by John Forsythe.  Shows at  1:30 and 3:30 pm. 
 

Friday and Saturday, July 25 and 26 
The Battle over Citizen Kane, a documentary by Thomas Lennon and Michael Epstein for PBS’s American Experience.  Shows at 1:30 
and 3:30 pm. 
 
When power, brilliance and ambition clashed, America nearly lost its greatest cinematic treasure.  In 1941, 24-year-old Orson Welles – 
armed with the most lucrative motion picture contract ever – wrote, directed, and starred in Citizen Kane, a masterpiece many regard as the 
best film ever made.  The alleged subject of the film disagreed.  Publishing magnate William Randolph Hearst wielded his immense power, 
money, and influence in an attempt to destroy the picture – and Welles himself. 

CALENDAR of ACTIVITIESCALENDAR of ACTIVITIES 
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2008 ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

Directors and Committees 
 

President                                                        Jane Line                                        481-6510 
              Programs                                           Craig Rock 
Ways & Means—First VP                           Larry Turner             C:441-4967  489-8369 
              Books & Publishing                         Loren Nicholson 
              Antiques Show                                  Gary Hoving   
              Events Coordinator                          Shelly Cochran, Doug LeSage 
              Summer Concerts                              Larry Turner 
              Adopt-A-Poll                                    Paulette McCann                              489-4905 
Membership—2nd VP  Co-Chairs              Bee Hodges & Paulette McCann  489-4905 
              Corporate Membership Sales           Bee Hodges & Paulette McCann                   
              Heritage Press Newsletter, Editor    Bee Hodges    hodges39@sbcglobal.net 
              Sunshine                                           Ethel M. Gilliland                            473-0175 
Recording Secretary                                     Elaine Parrent                                489-3486 
Corresponding Secretary                             Berneda Cochran                           489-4129  
Treasurer                                                       Gary Hoving                                  929-3106 
Publicity                                                         Vivian Krug                                   458-3321
              Webmaster                                        Vivian Krug 
              Photography                                      Vivian Krug & Various Members 
Paulding History House Curator                Chuck Fellows                                481-3464 
              Paulding Committee                        Jean Hubbard 
Museums Curator                                         Jan Scott                                         481-4435 
              Assistant Curator                              Joe Swigert                                   C:305-7940 
              Heritage House                                 Joe Swigert 
              Santa Manuela Schoolhouse            Kathleen Sullivan 
              The Barn                                           Orville Schultz 
              Library & Resource Center              Craig Rock 
Property Management                                  Charles Porter                               929-1014 
              Vehicles                                             Chet Thomas 
              Gardening—Heritage House            Barbara LeSage 
              Gardening—Santa Manuela School Juan Jazo 
              Gardening—Ruby’s House              Juan Jazo 
              Gardening—Paulding House           Juan Jazo 
Docent Leader                                               Cynthia Snyder                              708-1300
              Heritage House Coordinator            Jeanne Frederick 
              Paulding House Coordinator            Dee Trybom         
              Santa Manuela School Coordinator  Kathleen Sullivan 
              Barn                                                  Joe Swigert 
              Student Tours                                    Norma Harloe 
Information Systems                                     Ross Kongable                               489-2885 
Parliamentarian                                             Effie McDermott                            773-4854 
Curator, Pismo Collection                               Effie McDermott 
 

Society Information   473-5077  
                 Email: schs76@sbcglobal.net                                www.SouthCountyHistory.org                         

Heritage House       481-4126                                      Paulding History House      473-3231 
Santa Manuela School & The Barn   489-8745            Historic Hall                       489-8114 
                                                        Ruby’s House 489-8282     

  —Shelly Cochran  
      Rental Events Coordinator  
 
Twelve weddings have been booked so far this year!!!  Think of our 
beautiful facilities when you need a venue for a special date including 
social events, ceremonies and weddings.  Call me at 489-8191 if  you 
have a special event to plan. 

YOUR PLANNED GIFT may some 
day be of great importance to the fu-
ture of the South County Historical 
Society.  Please contact the Society at 
(805) 489-8282 to discuss your gifts to 
support the Society in its dedication to 
research, restoration and dissemina-
tion of information to enhance and 
preserve our local historical heritage.   

Help Wanted! 
 
If you would like to help Effie McDer-
mott clip, date and file Pismo newspaper 
articles from saved newspapers, please 
contact her. 
773-4854 or emcdermo@kcbx.net 

$$   Update on SCHS  
Adopt-A-Poll Fundraiser   $$ 
 
The County Clerk-Recorder’s office 
sent a letter stating the pay informa-
tion that had been sent to all Adopt-a-
Poll volunteer organizations was  
incorrect.   
Instead of the $650 that was quoted, 
the SCHS will receive a check for 
$810 for the February primary elec-
tion, and for each of the two remain-
ing elections. This fundraiser will 
bring in $2,430 for 2008 which is a 
great testament to the dedication of 
our Adopt-a-Poll volunteers:    
Anne  & Olaf Shipstead 
Jan Nylund 
Betty Guthrie 
Kay Fairbairn 
Lynn Titus 
Virginia Kraatz 
Gerry Fesler 
Rachel Cecka 
Marya Kindig 
Shelly Cochran 
Berneda Cochran 
 —Paulette McCann, Adopt-a-Poll 

NOTE: 
 
The 2008-09 Membership Directory will 
be available at the Char-
ter Day Barbecue for 
any member who would 
like an updated direc-
tory, but did  not pay 
$2.00 to have it mailed.   



 
 

 

Major Supporters OF THE  

SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  
 

LESLEY GERBER BENN 
THE CABASSI FAMILY 

CITY OF ARROYO GRANDE 
THE AG PORTUGUESE HALL ASSOCIATION 

PATRICIA LOOMIS  
CAROL HIZEY  

HOWARD LOUIS 
 OSTY INSURANCE  

CHRISTINE HARVEY 
 BILL & CHERYL MILLER  

 PAT PHELAN 
SOUTH COUNTY REALTY  

HOWARD & AILEEN MANKINS  
DOC BURNSTEIN’S ICE CREAM LAB  

                        SANDRA WORSHAM 
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Arroyo Grande 
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We Welcome Our New  
Members  

 
 

John Ashbaugh 
Tamara Burnes 

Rose C. Kawaoka 
Marna & Kimball Lombardi 

William Lord 
Susan Pursley 

Donald M. Scott 
Ron Woodland 
Grace I. Yeh 


