PO Box 633
Arroyo Grande CA 93421

visit our website
www.SouthCountyHistory.org
Friend us on Facebook

email
SCHS76@sbcglobal.net

Non-Profit Org

US Postage Paid

Arroyo Grande
CA 93421
PERMIT 15




South County Historical Society
Hteritage IPress

Volume 18, No 2 Wp2014

From the desk at Ruby’s House: Well - Spring has sprung and we were
blessed with a little rain. It's amazing how sotwe tills turn to green in just a
few days. The poppies and lupine are exceptionslytar, | hear. The Snowball
tree in front of Ruby’s is spectacular.

==

Our museums hatte—as
been busy with touldt

HISTORIC IOOF HALL by our local schooldgs
3rd graders, as well ¢

Home-schoolers and
few private clubs. Thef |
visit Heritage Housef |
with its vintags
furniture, clothing an(
artifacts; theBarn with
the old vehicles, tool
SANTA MANUELA SCHOOLHOUSE and farm equipmenj
the 1901 Santa
Manuela Schoolhouss

to use the laptop
computers of the early days (hand-held slate bpaftey each also get to pull
the rope to ring the school bell (which came frdra old Oak Park school). If all
goes well and time allows, they take turns ridimgl d&eing the horses of our
PAULDING HISTORY HOUSE 1700’s vintage (reproduction) vis-a-vis carriagec® the nevwHoosegow Park
is complete, they will again get to be “locked up”the one-room jail. These
group tours are available to the public and can abenged by calling
805.489.8282. A tour dPaulding History Housemay also be included.

The 190200F History Hall , on Bridge Street, will again be the home
of Readers Theater Saturdays this summer startidgne. Shows and dates will

appear in the next newsletter.

HERITAGE HOUSE Brian P. Lawler, a professor of Graphic Communications at Cal Palg a

very successful exhibit of his panoramic photosh&t SLO Museum of Art

earlier this year. His exhibit will soon fill thealNs of the IOOF Hall and will be

in place in time for th®ocent Tea on May 9th After seeing these amazing
photos, you'll want to learn more, and Professavleawill present an hour-long

program on his techniques and wdfkiday, May 16th at 6 pm .

The 1904 historically designated bridge on Bridg&re& is under
RUBY'S HOUSE consideration for needed safety improvements amdjoing studies and
alternatives are underway. Concerned citizens shaohtact City Hall for
further information and updates.
TheDocent Tea(see page 3) is to be held to honor our docents jpast and

future. If you would like to become a docent or Vblike to find out more,
THE BARN
(Continued on page 4)



MUSEUMS SCHEDULE

" #

2014 Board of Directors $%
Ross Kongable P‘resident. e e e s e e e e e e s e s
‘Norman Baer  Treasurer p e e e O O

POI\I]);E ;Isgtr: gitr:;?é?rgf Collections Volunteer Hours to date this year

Ross Kongable Membership
Vivian Krug Public Information 1’449

Reztesese ety Rty R st e Rty Sy st ste ety ste

Linda Kime  Docent Leader
Joe Swigert  Property Manager

Museum Phone Numbers:

. . Ruby’s House ‘Pat Loomis History Library’:::: .- 805.489.8282
Jeff Kime Informatlon S_YStems IOOF HiIStOry Hall «+++sevseeseeseeseeseiseissimmnmes s 805.489.8114
Gary Hoving  Parliamentarian Santa Manuela Schoolhouse/the Barn «-«-«-c-essee: 805.489.8745
Heritage HOUSE e rerrrrrrrnr i rrern e 805.481.4126

Pau]ding History HOUSE -+ v rerrrreenerniinrnanccneaas 805.473.3231
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
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Michael & Karen Van der Vanter
Mountain View, Ca

Doug LeSage
Lynn Titus
Frannie Taillon
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As the digital world becomes more prevalent in sngiety, social networking becomes more popularHace-
book, Twitter, and others, more of us have email ame familiar with the internet, browsing and ‘tgej online”.
To this end, it would benefit our Society if we tbeommunicate with our membership not only throogh web-
site: www.southcountyhistory.org, but through enaailwell.

Our newsletter is published nine times a yearismdrrently distributed ‘snail-mail’ as well agtpn our website
We could email a pdf version (Acrobat Reader) tohalse who have an email address, thus affordmgtlye op-
tion of printing it at home, or reading it onli@urrently we have over 60% of our membership wittag ad-
dresses, which would save printing/paper/postagever 200.

If you have email, would you consider receivinggitdl copy of our newsletter and/or reading itaur website
(we would email you a notice of update)?

If so, would you email info@southcountyhistorygwith “Yes - Go digital” as the subject line
Those who do not respond will continue to receheertewsletter and other communication via snaikmai

) The Society is structured as a
Annual Membership Dues non-profit organization 501(c)3
Individual $20.00 (Federal Tax ID 95-3539454)
Couple _ $36.0 and depends solely on donations to continue it&wor
Family w/children under 18 $ 40.00 You can help!
Sustaining (Individual) $100.00 Write a (tax-deductible) check to the
Patron: - $200.00 South County Historical Society,
Business, Organization, Individual and mail it to:
Life (Individual or Couple) $500.00 South County Historical Society
May be paid in 12 monthly installments. PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421-0633

2014 MEMBERSHIP — SOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CHANGES? NEW GIFT RENEWAL
Please print legibly.

Name (s) *

Address *

Home Tel: * Cell Tel:* Email:

Type of Membership Amount Enclosed: $ Check No.
Please mail check or money order payable to SOCTHINTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
PO Box 633, Arroyo Grande Ca 93421.

* Starred information will be printed in theraral Membership Directory distributed to members
unless you indicate otherwise here.
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from the Archives—BYy Berneda Cochran

from According to Madge

an Historical Society publication.:

Captain John Harford and his wifg
came to California in the late 186(
soon after the Civil War. During tf
late 1860's, shipping produce

market from local farming familig
was a cumbersome procesPavid
Mallagh owned Cave Landing af
foodstuff to be shipped had to

"lighter," a flat-bottomed barge us
to transfer goods and passengers
moored ship.

In the late 1860's and 1870's v

on San Luis Obispo Bay. Wo
cheese, hides, bacon and hams,
what grain was grown in the Sa
Ynez, Santa Maria and the Lomg
valleys for sale, was shipped frg

taken out from shore by means gff&ancisco market.

little freight passed through the pordace where San Luis creek enters

Harford permission to build a wharConstruction went on apace, and
from the sands at Avila, so Harfor@ecember 1875 the railroad right

undeterred, built his "People's Whaay was built to Miles Station, "five

in deep water from a point whegmiles from San Luis Obispo...Th

there was no beach. came to a temporary standstill."
ne

tdhat made it much easier for fhEhe company, under Harforg
damilies who came to the Arroymanagement had been able to
Grande valley between 1870-gmehough rails to hold their roadbed,
4880, to ship their butter, barlegid not have an engine or cars, so
geans and livestock to the S&or many months what freight th
came into Port Harford for San Ly
Obisipo, was hauled to Avila over t
Board tram way," then loaded i
Eg four-and six - horse wagons 3
auled over the railroad right of wg
ence onto the county road at Mi

5 tation, and on to San Luis Obispo

gy April 1876 the SLO RH
Bfonsolidated with the San LU

eég/ January 1873, John Harfor
WQIfarf extended into the ocean
2000 feet and was 80 feet wi g
ofjong the bluff from his wharf to t

ppcean, Mr. Harford built a tramway
glanks over which, he hauled, in lof
hearrow, horse-drawn wagons, the

by
of

2N

's
get
put
that
at
lis
he
to
nd

LY,

les

R
is

e 60 tons of freight regular
yAelivered by ship to Port Harford.

YObispo Bay and Santa Maria Vall
RR, also taking over John Harfor
\wharf and horse railroad...Harfo

Point Sal wharf, as Santa Barbara
always a buyer for foods, and

directly to the Atlantic coast market

Even San Simeon's wharf hand

ham and bacon being shipped
water, than was shipped from §
Luis Obispo bay

sometime iN the early 1870's, Jo}
water near the point of land on wh

the lighthouse was built.
story that Miguel Avila

wool and hides could be loaded of{@iii4 10 miles of railroad from Pd
shipping vessels which took thefaitorq to San Luis Obispo, but

much more produce, butter, wodY!

Harford built a 540' pier out into degP

There is"®
refusel®

S . .<
Al \?I?Q;Jgr)ég??(g,l_tohess)n lf_(;JrlrSn(e) dbl‘zgl%s paid $30,000 for his property."
Mhe new company completed f{
railroad to San Luis Obispo in Augy
ould be racing a second compayg76. "The railroad and equipmé

San Luis Obispo Bay & Santaad cost $180,000 to build, to whi
aria Valley Railroad, formed irshould be added the $30,000 paid
bg74, (predecessor of the narrgdehn Harford."”

gauge Pacific Coast Railroad). .
Larger boats commenced to del

John Harford was not a director |@feight to Port Harford.

wLO RR, but he was the general

Jyanager and put up $20,000 towgvidre information is available about Pq
&Pilding the rail, to the $14,000 pl[rtarford and Avila Beach at the South Cou

Lup the directors. Harford's wharf w istorical Society’s Patricia Loomis Histo
ibrary on South Mason St., Arroyo Gran

art of the $20,000 he subscril lephone 805 . 489 . 8282

towards the building of SLO RR.

ey

d's
rd

he
ISt
ent
ch
l to

ver

rt
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Itoes? Can you sit in the shade of the palm
| They why not grow corn on the ear? Can
|shoulder blades?don't know, do you?

of pamd? Or beat on the drum of your ear? Can tharcgtfur leg eat the corn off your toe
the craojour elbow be sent to jail? If so just what deldo? How can you sharpen your

jewels are found? Who travels the bridge of yoweaolf you wanted to shingle the roof of your mouthuld you use the nails in your |



Jan Scott

E——
The very successful Antique Show always seemswte g paus

before we head into our new events. Everyone naedeeathe
after all the hard work. But we're back on pacénganto the
summer.

NEW PHOTO EXHIBIT

Look for the announcement in this issue about Btiawler and his
photographic exhibit and program scheduled for Maye photo
will stay throughout the summer, but he's only &peato us onceg
on May 16th. Don't miss it.

HISTORIC SUMMER THEATRE

Our Summer Historic Theatre will start up in Juaed I'll have the
details for you next month.

BRANCH FAMILY CEMETERY

If you haven't been t@’he Barn lately, you're missing a ve
special new display: Roy Burke of Burke & Pace lbem is alsg
the Branch Family Cemetery caretaker. When woodeave
markers became too weak to stand, or toppled beaafut, Roy
took them away for safekeeping. We now have thandisplay a
the Barn thanks t®on Gullickson andBill Smith, who made i
possible for them to stand again.

We have no way of knowing if they are original eplacement
from some long ago time, but even Peter Hemmi éseth (You
remember him from our only tale of a lynchinggilantes! which
played in our readers theatre last summer.)

CAPTAIN HARFORD
We frequently get calls from people wanting to pfiie their family

don't belong to our area.

So when | received a phone call frofom Marre, offering us 4
Victorian settee, | asked my normal question, "Ddelsave any
local history?"

"Well that depends," he said, "Have you heard git@ia Harford?'

EThat's the man Port Harford was named after, whddyt we know
Fas Avila Pier.

p

treasures. Most of the time, we have no room fgrpeces thapPicked it up from storage and moved it in.

14

Tom's great grandfather, Luigi Marre, bought Captferd's hous¢
from the captain sometime between 1880-1890 withesof the
furnishings left in place (people often moved aaft big pieces|
Roads were scarce and moving companies even starcCere
house was up behind the San Luis Bay Golf Coutsdad sat ir
his grandparents' house and then in a basememhenfhouse fo
'four or five decades, before moving into storage.

With the aid ofRoss Kongable(who got a loaner van to transp

vJ

the piece)Joe Swigertand Sandy Arnold, we met Tom Marrg,

Well, we have it now, ensconced in the back roonHatitage
House. It is a really beautiful piece, quite tygiof the 188(
Victorian look and an important artifact from oustory. We will
do no restoration on it. That amazing upholsterfiorsehair an
irreplaceable.
Thank you, Tom !l

My eyes turned into saucers. Captain Harford?!!
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It's ti
Docent Appreciation
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DOCENT LEADER

Linda Kime
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me for the
Tea Partyagain!
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Friday, May 9 at 2:00at the
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If you are a past or current docent or interestdaeicoming a docent,
please join us for tasty treats and a fun afternoon
Please RSVP by May 2nd so we can plan the foddntta Kime 489-1837

IOOF Hall on Bridge Street
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Early Arroyo Valley Settler Fondly Recalls Childhdo
ARROYO GRANDE -- The first white settler in the rayo
Grande Valley was a New Yorker, Francis Zeba Branch

He was one of those intrepid individuals who enais way
across the great desert barrier, past Indians @tiedainother,
world where his citizenship, language and religihianged as
he married a daughter of the land, Manuela Cartehssttled
on a great land grant rancho.

The 18,000 acre Santa Manuela rancho was gramtac in
1837. He soon purchased. the Arroyo Grande andaBadés
Chamisal grants as well as sections of the Cog&iddra ang
El Pizmo.

When his oldest son and daughter married in ableo
ceremony, June 24, 1863, he gave each a largeofrkaeid.

Anna married David Newsom and eventually setifedhe
area we know as Newsom Springs.

Ramon married Isabelle Robbins of Santa Barbara.fatber

Carillo, a niece of the Dana family.

Ramon's land l1ay north of present day LopezeéDand was
known as El Rincon. The adobe stands today, thesbtldobe
in the valley, and will be restored by Don and Roag/
Talley for their wine tasting room.

Ramon and Isabelle had 12 children. Eleven liteedhelp
their parents celebrate their 50th wedding annargrs

The youngest, Elsie Anderson, born in 1886,dite be
almost 100.She had many fond memories of growingrugl
Rincon.

Dona Manuela Branch had two sisters who caniggavith
her when their mother died. Andrea Carlon marriglthJPrice
of El Pizmo. Magdalana Branch married Henry M. Qgil
who came with Stevenson"s Regiment and became 8in
Obispo's first postmaster.

Magdalana Osgood was known to her numerous siend
nephews as Aunt Chata and was dearly loved bghé.had g
way of communicating with children and her stotetd them
spell-bound for hours .

Elsie Anderson said she spent Christmas witmtladter
Henry Osgood died. She always stayed for a monthaoe.

"One Christmas (1891), she (Magdalana) spertt us," said
Anderson, "had a poighant sadness for me, becaleseried
there was no Santa Claus and she comforted me.

"The toys we received in those days were a farflom
those of today.

"The dolls were stuffed with sawdust, the heagse wax
that melted in the sun; so in our play, we haddwec their
pretty faces and pretend they were ill, " she rabr

"Santa Claus' affluence was governed by seagaira in
more ways than one.

"This Christmas Aunt Penny (Mrs. Frank Branchgi&went
on with her story, "was to bring us underwear, gaand nuts
from San Luis Obispo. She brought the candy and but
forgot the underwear.

"My sister lda who was about sixteen wrote aras coming

from a distressed Santa. He had lost the packageossing
the swollen Arroyo Grande creek.

Jim who was eight was first to doubt and sai{the note
looked like Ida's writing.

"That was the beginning of our unbelief," saidd&rsor]
sadly. "The next day, the package was left on amar dtep
nice and dry. That did it!" she wrote.

Ramon Branch was a small man, like his fathem€iscg
Branch. He was quite an aristocratic figure, saidthR
Paulding, especially riding his big grey horse. Tioese wa
called Grullo. pronounced Gruyo, because of histeviind
gray coat.

Anderson remembered Grullo for another reastre Bas
out with her pony. Tulare Jane; and while tryinditm ways
to get to ride the bigger horses, she volunteavdating in the
calves every evening.

Her father agreed that she could take any horee chorra

was Captain Thomas Robbins and her mother Encamadput Jim must put the saddle on he said.

One day, Grullo was the only horse available #iedothe
horses had to be brought in also, Anderson noted.

"This was suppose to be Jim's job." she said Heuoffereg
me his big blue marble to bring them in.

"Jim's small saddle on Big Grullo was comicadl amore so,

of horse flesh.”
The horses were all huddled' against the farddiecause-g
the heat, but they weren't any trouble until thayne to som
trees on a hill side, and then the lead horse tutethe hill
and the rest of the horses followed as did Grghe, wrote.
Just then the saddle flipped to the big gray#lyband
p Anderson flipped to the rocks.

But she wasn't as tall as his fore legs, so thexe wo way sh
could right the saddle or mount. She started haadihg the
horse.

"l took inventory of injuries as | went alon@id Anderson
| had a bruised chin, pebbles on the palms of myd§;
scratched knees, but in one piece. However, jirskitig about
it brought the tears."

She walked along crying, until she remembereat ther
brother Billie had called for help when a horsestthim.

saddle and got both of them up on the big horsenaaded fo
the barn.

horses. Their parents never heard about the episode

all kinds of weather, and it was rough sometimes.
Branch who gave all 11 of us so much love

understanding," she wrote. -
Times Press Recorder - Jean Hubb

she said, "As | see it now, was me a little spatlaanountain

L The gentle horse stopped and waited for heixtthé saddle].

Jim soon heard her and came to the rescue. ridbed thq
Elsie with his help made her self presentabie Bas giver
the blue marble even though. Jim went back forctdees and

"As 1 look into the past," Elsie, reminiscedath comforteg
by a shining light of love that held a large. famibgether in

"l give credit to my beloved parents, Ramon dsabelle
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Puns for Intellectuals:“Two vultures boarded a plane, each carrying twadeaccoons. The flight attendance stops them agd, s

|l “Sorry sirs, only one carrion per passenger.” 0fA three-legged dog walks into an old west salogliles up to the bar and announce!s,

“I'm looking for the man who shot my paw!” or Did you hear about the Buddhist who went to theiggrand refused to take Novacaif?
He wanted to transcend dental medication.” or ‘@darecently sent a number of Holsteins into oudnitefxperimental purposes. The calleil it
the herd shot round the world.”



THE PAULDING WALL

We've all seen it and worried about it,
wondering when someone would DO
something about it, and nosomeone
has!

The5 Cities Men's Club is holding
a fundraiser to help get the necessary
funds for the restoration of the stone
wall on the Paulding Curve.

On__Saturday, May 10, 5-7pm:
drinks, a little food, a silent auction
and a Comedy Night, all at the
Regional Center.

Call Phil Cohl 805 . 528 . 5767 for
reservations.

(Continued from page 1 FROM THE DESK

please come for a “free snack” and find out hotlelitime and
effort it requires to be a small part in the ongpsaga of our
Society’'s museums. Our open hours are limited reowd, the
more who participate, the fewer times in the yas would be
required. With the popularity of the Village and listoric

sites, we should be open 3 or 4 days a week fdeast 4
hours. Please contact Linda Kime, our Docent Leaated she
will arrange training and scheduling.

Our Society could not survive without gifted atadented
volunteers.

When the porch stairs at Ruby’s House needediagiaDon
Gulickson andBill Smith installed it.

When Paulding House needed interior updatiSgndy
Arnold and her Dadired Wilson, took on the task.
When the porch and steps at the Schoolhouse need
replacing,Fred Wilson and his friendMike Melton rebuilt
them, andSsandy Arnold painted them.

All of our buildings (except for The Barn) are o0 years
old and in constant need of loving care. So farhaee been
able to maintain them that volunteer help and ygemerous
donations.

The Questars group have been most generous with suppol

of Paulding History House: the front yard patiodaecently

financing the flooring update in the kitchen anding room.
A donation came from a gentleman (non-memberp wh

OH NO! NOT AGAIN?7???

fraid so. In our constant struggle to keep ou
museums clean, we have once again seen a

enjoyed his visit to Heritage House and the othasenms so
much, he bequeathed a sizable sum in his will.

t Another gentleman from Florida, on a motorcytolgr of the

yaWest, has tithed $25 a month for the past severs yteathis

uum cleaner come to its dusty end, this time Jt little schoolhouse’.

Heritage House. If you have a working one
no longer use (?), please consider sending it
way. Contact Joe at 489-8282.

ou And of course, Howard Mankins and the Brisco fiation
pupave been major supporters of our Society oveydiaes.
Many of our members make donations throughoetysar
for special projects or just ‘for the museums”.
We rely on your generosity, both financially aralunteering

efforts and thank you constantly.



